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Nearly 3 in 10 Worldwide See
Their Areas as Good for Gays

Residents in African countries least likely to view city or
area as gay-friendly

BY JUSTIN MCCARTHY

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Nearly three in 10 adults (28%) across 123 countries in 2013
say their city or area is a "good place" for gay or lesbian people to live, but hospitable
attitudes range widely from as high as 83% in the Netherlands to as low as 1% in
Pakistan and Senegal.

Is the city or area where you live a good place or not a
good place to live for gay or leshian people?

% Who say "good place"

Highest Lowest

Netherlands 83 Senegal 1
Ieeland 82 Pakistan 1
Canada 80 Uganda 2
Spain 79 Mali 2
United Kingdom 77 Indonesia 2
Ireland 75 Ethiopia 2

Afghan- B

istan

"Based on survevs eondueted in 123 eountries in 2013

GALLLIT

It is important to note that the global average and the country rankings do not include
data from more than a dozen countries where the question is too sensitive to be
asked: Egypt, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Iran, Nigeria, Bahrain, Bhutan, Iraq,
Kuwait, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan, and Yemen.

https://news.gallup.com/poll/175520/nearly-worldwide-areas-good-gays.aspx?version=print 1/8
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Of the countries where three in four or more residents feel their area is hospitable to
gay and lesbian people, all but Canada are in Europe, and all but ireland (75%) have
marriage equality laws. In Ireland, voters will cast their ballots on a referendum in
2015, and the country could join their European neighbors in allowing marriage

equality by next year.

The Neth_erlands, where more than eight in 10 résidents say-their local communities
"are good places for gays or lesbians to live, was also the first country in the world to

legalize same-sex marriage in 2001. As of 2013, lceland (82%), Canada (80%), Spain

(79%), the United Kingdom (77%), and Belgium (74%) had legalized gay marriage.

By contrast, in many of the countries where the residents are least likely to feel their
city or areais a "good place," itis illegal to be openly gay. For example, "an improper or
unnatural act with a person of the same sex," as Senegal's anti-gay law dictates, can
be punished with up to five years in prison and fines of up to $3,000. Laws that allow
for the imprisonment of gay and lesbian people are also on the books in Pakistan --
where 1% say their area is a good place for gay people to live -- Uganda (2%). Ethiopia
{2%), and Afghanistan (29%]).

Residents of African Countries Most Likely to Say "Not a Good Place"

Of the countries or areas where residents are most likely to say their city or area is

"not a good place” for gay and lesbian people, nearly all were African nations, where

same-sex relationships are still largely taboo. This sentiment is nearly universal in

Senegal (98%), Malawi (96%), Gabon (95%), Niger (95%), Mali {(95%]), and Uganda

(95%). With passage of the Anti-Homosexuality Act in Uganda, for example, same-sex

intimacy was punishable by life in prison. This, however, was recently struck down by a
- Ugandan court.

https:/inews.gallup.com/pollf1756620/mearly-worldwide-areas-good-gays.aspx?version=print 218
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Least Hospitable Countiies for Gay People to Live,
Acvording to Residents

Is the city or ares where you tive @ gond plies o1 not a good

place to live For gay o1 lesbiun people?

% Not a good place

Senegal o8
Malawi ‘ gh

- Gahon . 95
Niger : 95
Mali A 95
Ugandy o5
“Bused on sureve contdneted in 2 couniries in 2013
GALLUT

The perception that their local communities are not hospitable to gay and lesbian
people is widely shared throughout the African sub-continent. South Africa may be
the sole exception, with nearly half of the population (49%]) saying their community is
a good place for gay or lesbian people to live, but a slight majority (51%)] says it is "not
a good place!" This comes after the nation was the first and only in Africa to legalize

same-sex marriage in 2006.
Bottom Line

As much of Africa continues o struggle with human rights for all residents, few in the
region believe their communities are good places for gay or lesbian people. Anti-gay

sentiment is apparent.

"These latest findings show that for many lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender
(LGBT) people around the world, being open about their sexual orientation or gender
identity likely comes with substantial risk," said Gary Gates, a Williams Distinguished
Scholar at the Williams Institute, UCLA School of Law. "This helps to explain why legal
and social change toward greater acceptance toward LGBT people can be so elusive
in regions of the world like much of the African continent. When the vast majority of
residents believe a country is not a good (and likely safe) place for gay and lesbian
people, LGBT visibility remains low and progress toward a more supportive climate

can be painfully slow."

Meanwhile, residents of wealthier, Western countries where gays and lesbians
continue to thrive, both legally and culturally, are more likely to say their communities
are good places for them to live. In many places, growing acceptance of same-sex

https:/news.gallup.com/poll/175520/nearly-worldwide-areas-good-gays. aspx ?version=print 3/8
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Nearly 3 In 10 Worldwide See Their Areas as Good for Gays -
relationships has resulted in greater legal rights and protections for gay and lesbian
people, which in turn may advance the idea that such communities are good places

for them to live.

Data on this item are available in Gallup Analytios. For complete data sets or custom
research from the more than 150 countries Gallup continually surveys, please

contact us.

Survey Methods

Results are based on telephone and face-to-face interviews with approximately 1,000
adults in each country, aged 15 and older, conducted in 2009 and 2013. For results
based on the total sample of national adults, the margin of sampling error ranges
from +2.1 percentage points to +5.6 percentage points at the 95% confidence level.
The margin of error reflects the influence of data weighting. In addition to sampling
error, question wording and practical difficulties in conducting surveys can introduce -
error or bias into the findings of public opinion polls. _

For more complete methodology and specific survey dates, please review Gallup's

Country Data Set details.
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Is the city or area where you live a good place or not a good place to Hve
for gay or lesbian people?

% Good % Not a good % Don't know/

place place Refused

Metherlands 83 it 5
Teelund 82 g 14
Cunada o 12

Spain 70 4

United Kingdom 77 1t 12
Ireland g 14 ‘ ¥
Belgium 74 12 14
Austmalia i) 10 18
Malta 72 12 . 16
Urnguuy 71 17 2
Denmark 70 9 P}
United States 70 an 8
New Zealand : 69 10 20
Sweden 60 & _ a3
Argenting 68 23 v 7
Brazil 68 o4 8
Finland b5 aj 15
Ttaly . b3 30 7
Gernmany b2 a4 14
Costa Bies . Hi a9 ¢
Franee ;1) 14 247
Philippines %31 38 4
Austria 56 el 16
Nicumguy 54 41 16
Mexico 59 42 15
Portugal ' 53 29 h
Chile 52 a8 10
Eeuador r,: 41 8
Nepal [ 28 20
Colombia 4! 43 7
Luxembourg R0 a0 20
South Africa : 49 At t
Venezuelu 47 43 H
Panama 45 45 i 1t
El Sulvador 44 50 H
Parig ey A4 Eh] g
Slovenia 40 44 16
Czech Republic 39 33 28
Taiwun 30 42 20
[zruel 4 49 12
Syria ‘ 36 514 13
Peru 35 55 o
Cyprus 34 50 17
Dominican Republic R 63 [
Hungary : %2 24 44
Qrralein nn nh an
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e i . v e
Bolivia k) 58 n
Cambodia 29 63 . 9
Guatemala ' =g 65 6
Jupan 28 30 94
Bulgariy - 27 34 ) 39
Estonia a7 41 532
Hondurs 27 51r) 19
Trinidmd wrwd Tobago av 49 a4
India . 26 43 32
Greece o4 . 61 : 15
Botswany 24 73 - 4
Myaivmar 23 58 4
Northern éﬂ)ms 22 54 23
Poland 21 - 54 26
Thailand 21 52 a7
Vietnam 2] ' ' a8
Labvia : 20 45 45

“Baged on anzwe s Gomy restdents sged 1 wmd older inaong
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Is the city or area where you live a good place or not a good place to lve
Jor gayy or lesbiun people?

% Good % Not a good % Don't know/

place place Refused

Lithuanis an 48 R
Montenegro 20 64 12
Bangladezh 19 2§ 53
Romunia 19 R 24
Croatia 18 48 34
South Koreu Thi (i 26
Angola 17 th 17
Congoe ( Brumoville) 15 81 q

Huiti 15 6y 16
Chiny 14 53 kT
Lebunoen [E3 1 L

Macedonia 12 73 15
Russia 12 48 40
Belirua i 41 4%
Congo {Kinshasa} ' 11 i) 12
Kenyu 1 &1 )

Serbia ' 11 70 19
Turkey 1 68 at
Ukmine u 53 a6
Bosnia and Herzegovina 0 T 20
Jamaica w0 7 21
Mulaysin 10 87 2

Zmmbia ) | 10 87 3

Kazakhstan 9 19 43
Mudagusenr 9 46 5

Tanzania 4] 9 2

Cameroon 8 H4 9

Sierra Leone 8 80 12
Kosovo 7 83 10
Moldova i 4 14
Guinea b 89 g
Mongolis 6 48 30
Palestinian Territories 6 8o 14
Rwandy 6 g0 9

Srf Lanka 6 3 64
Burkins Fuso 5 94 2
Gahon E 95 0
Liberia 5 gl 2l
Munritunia 5 431 4
Zimbubwe 5 82 13
Armenia 4 81 i5
Benin 4 g1 6
Cote d'Tvbire 4q 90 6
Georgia g 16 19
Niger ' ] 5 1
Triniein s An na
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R " e 4
Albania 3 7L 27
Azerbuijan 4 70 el
Chad 3 94 b
Ghuna 3 92 4
Kyrgyzstan 3 R5 42
Malawi a of i
gzg:}?u—lcamhakh a ag 5
Afghanistan 2 Ho I
Eﬂliupiu : 2 77 20
[ndonesia 2 Ha 1)
Mali 2 a5 2
Uganda 2 o0 3
Pukistun | of ‘ o
Senegal 1 h) ) 0

CBused o answers Ton residenls agad g5 and sfder in w3
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Philippines

@ This article is more than 12 years old

Ang Ladlad party brings beauty parlours and gay
pageants out to vote in Philippines

As the country holds midterm elections, Ang Ladlad is hoping to be
the world's first lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender party towin a
seat in a national parliament |

Mark Gevisser
Sun 12 May 2013 19.59 BST

"Hello Mister Fisherman!" bellows Alexis Cruz through a megaphone to fishmongers
in the bustling central market of Baguio in northern Luzon, Philippines. Cruz, a gay
activist in his 50s, has long hair and painted fingernails, but is wearing the gender-
neutral campaign gear of T-shirt and jeans: "Vote Ang Ladlad! Vote gay, lesbian,
transgender, bi-sex-u-aaaaal!"

"We have one of your people here," says a vendor. A shy young man, low-heeled
pumps peeking beneath his work apron, is pushed forward to embrace the Ang
Ladlad candidate, Bemz Benedito. Benedito, 35, is running for congress in this
deeply Catholic country's midterm elections, which take place on Monday. If she
succeeds, she will be the world's first politician to win a seat in a national legislature
standing for an explicitly lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) party.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/may/12/ang-ladlad-philippines-elections-transgender 17
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If she did not tell you, you would not know that Benedito was born male. She has
the telegenic beauty essential in Filipino politics, but she quite self-consciously
eschews the glamorous hyperfemininity associated with transgenderism here. She
has a master's in sociology and a decade of work in politics behind her, and projects
a diligent sobriety.

In Tagalog, "Ladlad" means the unfurling of a cape, and it has come to signify
"coming out". Benedito and her fellow Ang Ladlad candidates are runningona -
single issue: they vow to pass the anti-discrimination bill, which will spe(:lﬁcally
protect LGBT people, that has been langmshlng in congress for 12 years, stymied by
the persistent lobbying of the Catholic church.

The Ang Ladlad PartyList was formed by a group of activists in an inspired attempt
to exploit the idiosyncratic Filipino electoral system, which reserves a certain
number of seats for "special-interest” groups. Each voter casts two congressional
ballots: one for a district representative, and ‘one for a special-interest
representative. The latter is elected nationally, from a party list, through
proportional representation: to gain a seat, a candidate needs to get 2% of the
national poll (roughly 300,000 votes).

Traditionally, these have gone to lists representing women, farmers and migrant

workers. Seeing a gap, the Ang Ladlad activists, led by a former English professor,

Danton Remoto, applied to form their own party list. They were refused permission,

in 2010, by the Philippines Commission for Elections, in an extraordinary judgment

that cited the Bible and the Koran to assert that they promoted "immorality” and
-were thus a "threat to the moral and spiritual degradation of the youth [sic]".

The party tock the matter to the supreme court and won, just three weeks before the
2010 elections. Thanks to sympathetic media and public outrage at the
commission's homophobia, Ang Ladlad garnered 120,000 votes despite barely being

. able to campaign. Now, three years on, it is fielding a full slate of three candidates
(Benedito, Remoto and a lawyer, Raymond Alikpala), who have been on the stump
relentlessly for the past three months.

htips:fiwww.theguardian.comiworld/2013/may/12/ang-ladlad-philippines-elections-transgender 217
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€% Ang Ladlad campaigners take to the streets. Photograph: Mark Gevisser

Ang Ladlad's bring-out-the-vote strategy is unique: it consists of hitting almost
every beauty parlour and Miss Gay pageant in this vast archipelago. In a culture
obsessed with adornment and beauty, there are more than enough of both to keep a
campaign busy: every neighbourhood hosts at least one annual pageant, and every
street in every town seems to have a parlour run by a bakla - the Filipino word for
effeminate men who are seen, as in many south-east Asian cultures, to be a third
gender.

"The parloristas are our backbone," says Benedito as we enter yet another kitschy
jewel box staffed by a bustling claque of bakla in various stages of transition. "These
are the nerve-centres of the community, and also the place where bakla come into
contact with the broader community. Every Filipina woman has a bakla
hairdresser!" -

One of Benedito's missions is to ensure that bakla are no longer limited to working
in the beauty industry. The child of a middle-class political family from Abra
province, she was raised by accepting parents who insisted on her further
education: "When I came out to my father, he said: 'Do not take part in the Miss Gay
pageants. I do not want you to degrade yourself, and to be an 'entertainment’ in
other people's eyes."

For Miss Gay contestants, the pageants are a way of coming out: a mentor teaches
you how to present yourself as female. Benedito loathes the contests, but accepts
they are key to her campaign strategy, for they are as much community ‘
entertainment - the whole neighbourhood turns out to watch - as they are political
rallies.
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After our visit to Baguio, I accompany the campaign team to pageants on the beach
in the nearby city of Dagupan. Ang Ladlad's local coordinator here is Santy Layno, a
former sex-worker with the tiniest set of hotpants in politics. Offstage, she is as lewd
as Benedito is buttoned down, but onstage she is all business: her speech is
masterful.

She is not the only one campaigning tonight: several local candidates take the mic
outdoing each other in campalgn promlses for bakla constituents. The pageant -
contestants themselves are in campaign mode too - and not just for the crown, As
well as having to compete in four categories - “national dress, swimwear, casual wear
and evening wear - they must give interviews, in which they often opine, rather
grandiloquently, on the situation of gay people. To rapturous applause, one
contestant says: "We are here to show you that we homosexuals have an
extraordinary ability to entertain you and to fill your life with happiness and joy."

- Benedito's point is, precisely, that bakla should aspire to do more than that. She
joined Ang Ladlad after she was sexually assaulted at work. When she complained
to her boss, he responded: "I thought you gays want this to happen for you to be
validated that you're a woman?" When she tried to pursue sexual harassment
charges, she failed, given that she is legally a man (the Philippines does not have
gender recognition legislation that allows for official gender change).

One nonetheless gains the impression, on the Ang Ladlad campaign trail, of the
Philippines as a particularly tolerant society. There are one or two giggles, and the
occasional question asked of Benedito as to whether she has a penis, but there is no
contention and no aggression. In a Catholic country that has just been riven by a
national debate on whether the state can provide contraception and where there is
no divorce law, this is remarkable. There are many possible explanations for this
public tolerance, ranging from a sometimes slavish aping of the US, through the
country's creole culture, which mixes up traditions in a way not dissimilar to Latin
America, and the legacy of the babaylan, who were indigenous gender non-
conforming healers and priests. '

Benedito has her own way of understanding it: "Filipinos are kind," she says. "That
might mean tolerance, so long as you stay in your place. But it does not necessarily
mean acceptance. And certainly not equality, yet."
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€3 A Ladlad poster trying to win the straight vote. Photograph: Mark Gevisser

The problem facing Ang Ladlad is that the kindness of straight people, even
augmented by the parlorista vote, might not win it a seat. And so, to make it to
congress, Ang Ladlad has had to dirty itself in the rough and tumble of Filipino
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politics, which is all about vote-buying and deal-making. Every congressman gets
70m pesos (£1.1m) a year to spend on community projects from a fund that everyone
unashamedly calls "the pork barrel". If a local strongman is willing to tell his
supporters to vote Ang Ladlad, his city might be the recipient of some of the party's
largesse once it is in congress.

Perhaps more importantly, Ang Ladlad, which has almost no war chest, has had to

- make pacts ! with.other candidates. ‘Remoto is blunt about this: "They give us o
campaign materials, and we give them our endorsement." He qualifies hlmself )
immediately: "Well, they also have to show themselves to be in support of the anti-
discrimination legislation in congress." :

Remoto is unrepentant in his assessment that you make it into power in the
Phillipines not by what you stand for, but by whom you know. He also sees it as a
triumph that candidates across the spectrum, from the far left to the far right, have
sought a gay endorsement. But many liberals do not plan to vote for the party:
because of the alliances it has made with rightwing politicians: some of these
politicians are firmly in the Catholic anti-abortion camp on reproductive rights, and
even worked against including sexual minorities in the anti-discrimination
legislation. Many lesbians, too, will probably stay away from the party and choose
-one of the women's party lists instead - in part because of Ang Ladlad's refusal to
address same-sex relationships, which it sees as too divisive for the moment.

But for Benedito, the election is a moment that should not be squandered: "If we
don't make it, it will only prove that we don't have the force. If we win, it will show
that there's an LGBT sector that all politicians have to court if they want to be in
power."

The Ang Ladlad candidates are bullish, but it is impossible to predict their chances,
as the opinion polls are inconclusive. The party boasts some powerful media
supporters - including Boy Abunda, the country's most influential news anchor, an
openly gay man; and Kris Aquino, a talkshow host who is President Noynoy
Aquino's sister. The party list system's lack of credibility also works, paradoxically,
in Ang Ladlad's favour: because of the way the special interest parties have been
discredited by pork-barrel politics they attract a very low turnout. This means that if
the party can bring out its faithful, it should easily be able to make the 2%
threshhold.

And the faithful are passionate: "Of course 1 will vote for Ang Ladlad," says Valerie -
an ageing parlorista in a boob-tube with an androgynous peroxide hairdo - after
Benedito has swept through her salon. "I'm tired of doing hair all my life. I want to
do politics now!"

Mark Gevisser is an Open Society Fellow writing a book on "the global sexuality
frontier”
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The common misconception that the proposed SOGIE Equality bill is just for the LGBTQIA+
community is a huge factor as to why it has yet to gain ground, House Committee on Women
and Gender Equality chairperson Geraidine Roman said Monday.

SOGIE stands for sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression, which every
person has.

advertisement

“Many people think SOGIE is just for-one marginalized group, a minority [one at that] which is
the LGBTQIA+ community. Maaring ito ang dahilan kung bakit hindi siya nabibigyan ng
karampatang kahalagahan. But the truth of the matter is that the SOGIE Equality bill will
benefit all,” the Bataan congresswoman said in a press conference.

(Maybe this is the reason why the bill is not being given its appropriate worth.)

X
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“Kung ikaw ay isang straight guy and you are applying for a job and then you are discriminated
against, kahit na qualified ka, dahil pinagkamalan kang gay or bakla [even if you are qualified,
because you are mistaken for gay], you can use the SOGIE equality bill, But then again, how
many cases like that happen in our country when it's [usually] the other way around? Normally
it is the LGBTQIA+ community that is being discriminated against,” added Roman, the
Philippines' first openly transgender lawmaker.
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She added that lawmakers should draft laws that will take people out of their marginalized
situation, and lamented that there are some in the Senate who are not even willing to discuss
the merits of the SOGIE measure.

“The problem is that our friends, some friends in the Senate, simply do not want to hear of the
SOGIE Equality bill. If you recall, it was passed in the [Senate] Committee on Women and
Family Relations led by Senator Risa Hontiveros. But it was hijacked,” Roman said, without
naming names.

“Instead of being discussed at the plenary...it was sent back, remanded to the Committee on
Rules. When, for the longest time, the SOGIE Equality bill has always been heard in the
Committee on Women and Family Relations. For what reason? Strategic maneuverings,
perhaps? And they promised we will discuss it soonest. Ang tagal na na-'soonest’ na yan siguro
dapat sinulat natin 'forthwith',” she added.
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(That 'soonest’ is taking so long. We should have stated 'forthwith.")

Wives equal to husbands

Likewise, Roman said that another measure that merits passage into law is the proposed
- amendment to the Family Code which places the wife on equal footing in making decisions for
the family.

“Did you know that under the Family Code, there are 11 articles that actually give priority to
the husband? It is always the husband who has the final say. For one, on property issues. You
want to sell a house? Payag na yung buong pamilya, kailangan ng pamilya ‘yung pera [na
makukuha sa pagbebenta]. Pero pag sinabi ng husband, ay, ayoko, siva pa rin naman
susunod,” Roman said.

(Even if the whole family already agrees to sell the house because the family needs money,
they cannot sell the house if the husband is against it.)

Roman also said a son or a daughter who is already of legal age to marry cannot do so if the
patriarch does not consent to it.

“There's something intrinsically unfair about these 11 articles in the Family Code. And for the
longest time in the House Committee on Women and Gender Equality, we want this changed
because this is a remnant, a vestige of the old regime that gives men priority over women—
kala mo naman lahat ng lalaking matino [as if ali men are sensible],” she said.

“What we're asking for is just equal standing in the family structure, and that's why we are
pushing for this,” she added.

Both the SOGIE bill and the amendment to the Family Code have been sponsored before the
plenary, but they have not progressed beyond that.

Roman expressed hope that the House will use its six remaining session days in June to
approve the measure in second and third reading.

“We are still hopeful that for the last six session days, we can act on these measures. Being a
progressive lawmaker is not just about words. It is about action and producing results,” she
added., — BM, GMA Integrated News

Tags: SOGIE, SOGIE Bili, Geraldine Roman, news
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Roman now a lieutenant colonel,
first transgender reservist of AFP

February 15, 2018

i
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Bataan first-district Rep. Geraldine Roman has taken her oath as a reservist of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines, making her the country’s first transgender military officer.

Roman was given the rank of Lieutenant Colonel as she officially joined the Philippine Army
Reserve Force.

“Yesterday, I proudly took an oath to be a Reservist Officer of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines, making me the first transgender military officer of our country,” she said in a
statement.

Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana administered the donning of ranks and oath-taking
ceremony that was also attended by General Rey Leonardo Guerrero, AFP Chief of Staff, and
other defense and security officials.

“I commend the AFP for allowing Filipino LGBT members to serve their country in uniform.
My belief is that ALL patriotic Filipinos must be allowed to apply for military service,
regardless of gender and sexual orientation and identification,” Roman said.

“After all, war and disaster do not recognize gender. These affects everybody, and
EVERYONE must defend and serve our communities and our country,” she added.

Roman also pushed for the return of the mandatory Reserve Officers Training Corps or ROTC
program for grades 11 and 12.

“We in Congress are working to make the ROTC experience a significant, beneficial and
meaningful training experience. We will ensure that Patriotism will be inculcated among the

youth through this course,” she said.

https://centralluzon.politiko.com.ph/2018/02/15/roman-now-lieutenant-colonel-first-transgender-reservist-afp/daily-feed/ 1/3
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“This is in consonance with Article II section 13 of the Constitution which explicitly provides
that ‘the State shall inculcate in the youth patriotism and nationalism, and encourage their

n

involvement in public and civic affairs’,” Roman said.

hitps:/fcentraliuzon. politiko.com.ph/2018/02/1 5roman-now-lisutenant-colonel-first-transgender-reservist-afp/daily-feed/ 213
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Share this article! Engage in thought-provoking discuésions and cbnr_:ect with like-minded individuals.
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SOGIE Equality Bill passes
House of Representatives

The SOGIE Equality Bill, the latest iteration of the LGBT anti-discrimination bill (ADB),
passed the third and final reading in the House of Representatives. In total, the bill got
the nod of 198 congresspeople, with none opposing it.

av i
PpS

By OutrageMag.com Staff Published Sep 20, 2017

Geraldine Roman
1hr - Pasig - «

Mark this historic day. After a 19-year struggle since it was first proposed, the
House of Representatives of the 17th Congress overwhelmingly passed SOGIE
Equality Bill on third reading, with 197 affirmative votes, no negative votes and no
abstentions. This is a unanimous vote of ALL present. #EqualityChamps
#EqualityForAll :

House Bill No. 4982, otherwise known as the SOGIE Equality Bill,
and is the latest iteration of the LGBT anti-discrimination bill (ADB)
passed the third and final reading in the House of Representatives.
With this, the measure - which prohibits and penalizes
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity
and expression (SOGIE) - is a step closer to becoming law, the first
time this went this far in 11 years.

This historic development also comes a year after the privilege speech of
transpinay Rep. Geraldine Roman where she stressed that LGBT people
are not asking for special right, but are only asking for equal rights, since,
“with inclusiveness and diversity, our nation has so much to gain.”

hitps://outragemag.com/sogie-equality-bill-passes-house-of-representatives/ 1/3
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Roman - the first transgender person to win a seat in Congress in the
Philippines - also stressed that she “can’t turn my back at the group of
people who have long suffered discrimination, and have long been denied
adequate legal protection. How can I turn a blind eye to the suffering that
I myself experienced in my own life?”

HB 4982 cites as discriminatory:

« Denial of access to pullic services

» Including SOGIE as a criteria for hiring or dismissal of workers

+ Refusing admission or expelling students in schools based on SOGIE

» Imposing disciplinary actions that are harsher than customary due to
the student’s SOGIE

« Refusing or revoking accreditation of orgamzations based on the

~ SOGIE of members ' ‘

. 'Denymg access to health services ‘

* Denying the application for professional licenses and similar
documents

» Denying access to establishments, facilities, and services open to the
general public

* Forcing a person to undertake any medical or psychological
examination to determine or alter one’s SOGIE

» Harassment committed by persons involved in law enforcement

» Publishing information intended to “out” or reveal the SOGIE of a
person without consent

+ Engaging in public speech which intends to shame or ridicule
LGBTQ+ persons

* Subjecting persons to harassment motivated by the offenders bias

| against the offended party’s

* SOGIE, which may come in the form of any medium, including
telecommunications and social media

» Subjecting any person to gender profiling _

* Preventing a child under parental authority from expressing one’s
SOGIE by inflicting or threatening to inflict bodily or phy51cal harm or
by causing mental or emotional suffering

Any person who commits any discriminatory practice enumerated in the
bill may be penalized by a fine of not less than P100,000 but not more
than 'PSOO,DOO; or jailed for no less than one year but not more than six
years or both, at the discretion of the court. The court may also impose
upon a person found to have committed any of the prohibited acts the
rendition of community service in terms of attendance in human rights
education and familiarization with and exposure to the plight of the
victims,

hitps://outragemag.com/sogie-equality-bill-passes-house-of-representatives/
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The SOGIE Equality Bill, which used to be known as the Anti-
Discrimination Bill, was first filed in the 11th Congress by Akbayan Party-
List Representative Etta Rosales. That version of the bill was approved on
third and final reading in the 12th Congress, but failed to gain traction in
the Senate. It was again only in 2006, during the 13th Congress, when
the ADB reached second reading.

The bill was championed by Bataan Rep. Geraldine Roman, Dinagat
Islands Rep. Kaka Bag-ao, Akbayan Party-List Rep. Tom Villarin, AAMBIS-
OWA Party-List Rep. Sharon Garin, Negros Ocicidental Rep. Mercedes
Alvarez, An Waray Party-List Rep. Victoria Noel, Pangasinan Rep. Toff de
Venecia, Bataan Rep. Henedina Abad, among others.

Exclusively interviewed by Outrage Magazine, Roman said that the bill
passed because of collaboration. On her end, Roman herself personally
wrote to her colleagues to tell 'the_m. that if they can treat her with

kindness and respect, they 6ught to be able to do the same to other
members of the LGBT community. This approach - which she dubbed ally-
making, instead of turning people who may have iegitimate concerns (in
this case, as far as the ADB is concerned) into automatic enemies even
before a conversation with them is struck - was considered important in
eventually getting them to support the bill that has been languishing in
Congress for almost 20 years now.

In total, the bilt got the nod of 197 congresspeople, with none opposing it.

The landmark bill now awaits a counterpart version in the Senate.

ADVERTISEMENT, SCROLL TO CONTENUE READING,

In this article: gay manila, Geraldine Roman, lesbian philippines, Igbt,
LGBT Philippines, pink Filipino, pink history, trans Philippines, transpinay, transpinoy
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