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GZHERAL COIR4EATS

‘under Arkiclc 40, Piragrnph i, of the International
Covenant on Civil end Political Rights

Introduction *=/ ,
. Y

Ths Coomittgo wishes to relterats itg Aeslrpe to beegick Skates partica in
f0l£illing thelr reporting obligations. These genoral comments dray sttention
to scne axpsotz of this matter but do not purpo

tk to be llmitative or to
sbtributs any priority between diffarant aspsct

& L% the inplexmentution of Ehn
Covenunt. These comsents will, K Erom time to tin, ba. followed by others ms

constrzints ‘of 'tine &nd furtha? experience nzy amaks Possible.

The Cox=itrse Bo Esr hsy dXamined 77 inikdal, Izports, 34 pecond pariodic
raparte and, in, gons onces, additiopal Information ena Bupplemsntary reportg,
'Thie experience, tharefore, now coverz a signifloank nbmber of Elje Stutes
vwhich'have rxtified the Covenant, st Present 87, They Fepresent differenk
redions ofF the world ywith diffsrent palitical; zociel and legal zyskems and
their reporte illystrate most of the problems which may arice in Lmplementing
thy Covenank, althowgh they do not afford

=Ny camplete basis for 2 world—wida
reviaw of the =dtustion zs regards ecivil and politieul 'rights.

The purposs of thmse genersl comments is to mske this exparience

available £or the banefit of all States pPartles in ord=r to promots their
Further implementation of the Covenant) to 8rav thodr akkention ko
dnsuiicliencies dirclozéd by a large number of reporta; o suagest
izproverenta in the reporting procedore and to stdmilate .the activitias of
thpse Stakps aqd internationel organizstions if "the Pzomotion and protection
of human rights. These commentes should also be of dnterest to okher Stotes,
espsnially. those ‘preparing to-becoms parties ko 'the Covenant znd thus *o
strangthen the co—operztion of all Stoter {n the univezsal promotion apd
protaction of human righte.

GENERRL OOMMBHT L [13) (Reporting obllaction)

Etstes partier hxve vndortaken to subait reportrs in wecordance with
rtiole 40 of the Coverant within one yeny of dts catry into force for khe
Statex bartles cancerped and, theorestter, whonever ths Commibber =o reauey ks,
Untll the preaint time only bthe Eirst park of Ehls pruvininn,acal;}ng for
initi=z]l reports, bxs booome regulsrly operative.. The Commitkee notes, as
eppears from ite, anpval reporks, thak only = small number of Btstes hayve
subdittad thelr reports on tlme. Motk of then hive been spubmitted with delays
:anéing from & few ronthe to severol yrers snd sbms 3taben prrties are skill
in default denmpite repzated zeminders ond other aotions by the Commitbes. The
fect that mork Btates parti=s heve neserthulezs, even if somewhab late,
engaged in » constructive dizlogue with the Commnlttee suggests that the
Btakés parties normslly ought to b= able to [ulfdl the reporting obligation

&/ Soq R&POét of thEAHuman Pights Committds, OFfioinxd Reeords of fhe
Cenecal hesembly, Thirty-zizth Sossion, Supplement ¥o. 40 (A/36/40), =nnex VIT.
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