






























































-wherever possible laboratories should be sited away from patient  residential and public 

areas  although patients may have to attend and provide or deliver specimens;

For example  culturing a biological 



agent with a low infectious dose that is transmissible by the aerosol route might have a 

greater risk than culturing another biological agent with a high infectious dose that is 

only transmissible by the oral route. Or  performing research on a biological agent 

that is not prevalent in the local community will pose a greater risk than performing the 

work in a region where it is endemic.





A review of recent 

laboratory-associated infections showed that most were caused by human factors rather 

than malfunctions of engineering controls






































